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Converting Excel Files to XY Data with ArcGIS 8.3

Start ArcCatalog and navigate to the “Database Connections” folder in the
Catalog tree.
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Under step 1 of the “"Connections” tab, select “"Use connection string” and
click “Build”.

This brings up the “Select Data Source” window. Next to the DSN Name
dialog click "*New”, and select “Microsoft Excel Driver (*.xlIs) from the list.
Then click “"Next”.

In the “Create New Data Source” window click “Browse” and navigate to your
file. You may have to change “Save as type” to “All Files”. Click “Save”,
then “Next” and “Finish”.

From the "ODBC Microsoft Excel Setup” window click “Select Notebook”.
Again select your file and click “*Ok”. Click “Ok”. Highlight the new *.dsn file
you’'ve created and click "Ok”. Click “"Ok"”. Click “Ok”.
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Select the file data source that describes the diiver that you wish to connect to
You can use any fle data source that refers to an ODBC diiver which i installed
on your machine.
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Launch ArcMap. Click the “Add Data” button.
Select "Database Connections” from the “Look
in:” drop down menu. Double-click "OLE DB
Connection.odc”. Select "Data” and click “Add”.

From the Tools Menu, select “"Add XY data...”.
Verify your X and Y fields are correct. Click
“Edit” to set up a coordinate system. Click “"Ok”.
Click “OK”".

11. Your Data should now appear in the data frame.



